
Glittoing New Year Pageant in Washington

'

BUVB ROOM, WHERE I'RES IDEVT DOLUS HIS COlRT. THE NEW YEAR RECEPTION. OFFICIALS CALLING ON THE PnBSIDEXT. I
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IMctureaque court drrn« of the Greek
rhorse ri'urfalrcH, Mr. CnHanaoRiu.

Tbc Maater of Ceremonies, Colunel
Spencer Cosby*, V. S. A.

iiY joiix ih.kheth watkiss.
Qt'OTIi the Father of His Country:

".Whatever changes take place,
never fordet tho cordial and

cheerful observance of Now Year's
Day."

' And this holiday, which the immor¬
tal Ocorge thus appears to have es¬

teemed above all others, lie nelectod as

the date for one of his two public
levoej.the othor being the Fourth of
July.whose observance In this man¬
ner long since went out of style. It la
by virtue, thorelore, of this precedent,
established by WusUluglon himself,
that President Tnft will hold the com¬
ing year's only court day. in honor of
both officialdom and tho public at large,
founts, barons, chevaliers, yoldlcrs,
sallorr and marines, Tom, Dick and
Harry, the ragtag and bobtail, will bo
there with their wives, slaters and
sweethearts, some In rags and some In
velvet gowns. Next to Inauguration, it
Is our greatest national pageant. It
is the. one day of the year when any
well-behaved Inhabitant of earth can
be the guest of the most powerful
rtiler of enlightened men.
Before II o'clock a coterie of iinnd-

eomoly gowned women will have assem¬
bled In the blue parlor. tl»o slate apart¬
ment of tho White House, that which
would be Hie throne room were we a
monarchy. These will be the honor
guests of the duy.women inviled to
stand with the President and his wife
during tho great levee. Xo order of
precedence limits their selection. The
wife or daughter of any official or
civilian may be selected for this great
privilege of being a '"blue room guest.

President Heads Proecaalou."
At 11 o'clock the Marine Band will

strike up the. refrain, "Hall to the
Chief," and this will bo the signal for
the President and Cabinet, With th'efri
wives, to pass In procession down thei
wido stairwuy from tho second to the!
firet floor and Into the blue room.]Across the rear end of the apartment |
the receiving line will then bo'
ftretched. the Presfdf-nt upon the left.'
then his wife and the women of tho
Cabinet In the order of their husbands'

NEW CHINESE MINISTEH AM) FAMILY.
succession to the highest office.

Meanwhile the officers of the army,
navy and Marine Corps, marching
down fhc steps of Ihn State, War ani
Navy building arross the park, will
have joined the vast group of guests,
first the officials and certain societies,
who w,IU he arranged In line accord¬
ing to the strict order of precedence,
and finally the vast washed and un¬
washed "public".the tail wagging the
dog. Across the neighboring public
buildings, up the macadamised drive¬
way of the presidential abode, throughthe' corrldoi, tn the rtght. through the
state dining room and the red room
the great queue winds. You now find
yourself at the door of the blue
room, where the msster of ceremonies.
gold-braldcd and sworded. asks your
name, you give. It, he- repeats it, and
the President of the Cnlted States,
whom you hove waited three hours In
line to see. repeats It after him. at
the same time grasping your hand in
ids mighty palm and pulling you on¬
ward. With a husty "Mr. President".
that and no more If you know your
book.you bow to the first lady of
the land and make yutir escape through
tho green room and Into the East
Ho,tu. where you may now pause to
recover your breath.

More Stiff Than St. .)nmrn*s.
It is all very like the way Wash¬

ington fixed It, as an example'for pos¬
terity, although none of his .successors
have place«] so high a value as did
that courtly gentleman on forms, cere¬
monies, uniforms, costumes and state
display, nor have many, If any or them,
shared tho criticism thrust at him
at his public levees, that his "bows
were more, distant and stiff than any
seen at St. James." and that he dis¬
played an "aristocratic and royal de¬
meanor."
L'pon his first Now Year Day as Pres¬

ident that punctilious stickler for eti¬
quette who reared, his infant country
according to "good manners," observedthe old custom, brought to New York
by the Dutch, of throwing his doors
open to his neighbors. The civilians.
the principal gentlemen of the city.called during the day. hut officialdom
not till night, when he and his good
consort stood side by side in-their New
York rnnnslon receiving tho foreign
ministers an'd home officials. Thet e
was room for thein to seat themselves
while partaking of "tea. coffe-c. plain
and plum cake." and when the hall
clock struck 9 they received from Mis¬
tress Martha Washington the gentlehint: "The general always retires at
&. and I usually precede him." at which
all arose, rnad<3 their parting saluta¬
tions and withdraw.
These guests had been admitted ac¬

cording to the strict order of preced¬
ence, established by the general after
he had consulted the precocious Hamll-
ton and had disregarded the advice
of the tatter's enemy. Mr. Tl-.oinas Jef¬
ferson. Secretary of State, whom thefather of his Country Mispectod of
being too Tieartlly In sympathy withj

For New Years
Why not resolve to

make your home brighter
and more, enjoyable with
a Good Piano?'
There's nothing like

music to dispel care and
make life really worth
while.

We Save the Dealer's Profit
The Stieff and Shaw Pianos

stand alone.the. only highest gradeinstruments sold direct from the
factory at factory prices. Ask for
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the extreme views of the French revo¬
lutionists.

Held III.* Court Cpfttnlr«.
Thl6 tamo code ot etiquette prescrib¬

ed the piaces of guests attending
John Adams's Now Year levees in Phil¬
adelphia and Washington.

"I was received witn a hearty shake
of the hand and asked to partake bi
punch and cake, which I declined,
wrote Senator Maiilay, of one ot
Adams's >fow Year reception, in phil-
iiuctphla, "and the diplomatic gentryland foreigner." coming In, I embraced
the (irst vacancy to make my bow and
wish hint good morning."
The first court held at the White

Hcuse. January 1, lSOt, found that
abode unfinished, so the guests had to
climb the stairs to the ovalroom.now
t'.ie library.where the elder Adamses
held their levee between walls tleckcd
with gold stars. After greeting the
chief magistrate each guest was Berv-
e.i with cake and wine by liveried
negro servants, who handed the "deli¬
cate repast" around on small wait¬
ers.

The following New Year day Thomas
Jefferson was to set the whole world an
example of how a republican court
should be held. "When brought to¬
gether In society all are perfectly
eo.ua!. whether foreign or domestic,
titled or unfilled, in or out of office,"
he proclaimed. It was arranged that
all alike were to be subject to the rule
of first come, first served, or, as he
put it. "Fach taking place as they ar¬
rive and without any precedence." And
as a_ result, his critics say, ".he mob
spirit prevailed" at his dra-wing rooms,
hereat there was such contusion that

many women remained uway. In fear ol
having their clothes torn off theli
backs, ^o Madison, who panic next,
was prompt in restoring,the old ord?:
of precedence, and it has since 'obtaine.)
under Presidents of both parties. Hut
the general public, which appears to
have been little in evidence, until Jef¬
ferson's lime, continued to be welcom¬
ed by "Jemmy" Madison and tip*
charming "Dolly.''

Madison** Gorgeous Levees.
"Such a crowd [never was In," wrote

a lady of a New Ysar levee at the
Madlsons'. Vit took us ton minutes to
nusli and shove ourselves through the
dining room; at the upper part of it
stood the President and his lady, in
every room was ¦., table with wine,
punch and cakes."

Dolly Madison reigned cVvir her court
that New Year day in a confection ol
yellow so Uii. "cmV rOI-iered all over
with epriij» o: butterflies, not. two alike
in the dress,1' but the intense heat of
the apartments caused the rouge and
rlco powder on some faces around hit
to congeal in a manner "unlovely te
soul and eye." At a later New Year
levae "her majesty's appearance was
truly regal" as she stood before her
guests; In a charming creation.of pink
satin and ermine, crtwned with a

plumed turban of white velvet and!
white .-atin. across the front, of which,
in true oriental fashion, gliamed a
crescent of jewels. Gold chains cDsp-
l«S her waist and wrists added to her
barbaric splendor, but Madison him¬
self "being so low of stature, he was
In Imminent danger of being confound-
».i with the r>D*i»lfl]i crowd, and was
pushed and jostled about like a com¬
mon citizen."

Came In n Golden Conen.
A coaoh of burnished srold. "fil!e.l

with diamonds arid pii»a-<.«- nrd*"'
'na gilt to the edge of the wheels''
'*r'Öught to fair Mistreßs Dolly's gay
court,-that numerable day, the French
minister, M. Serurier, and his suite
"weighed down with gold lace." And
anon the box of this lavish coach of
state rode "gorgeous rootmen with
nhnpeaux Kra»'«, c-llDbraldcd skirts and
splendid swords."
At Monroe's Now tear levee, In ISIS.

the crowd gaped at tho now spendors j
of a While House" remodeled after Its;
burning by tlie. British. A precedence,
war was declared In anticipation of
this reception.the foreign ministers
demanding that they be rocelved be-
fore, all other officials. The author of
.'he "Monroe Doctrine," after holding
4L special cabinet meeting to debate the
subject, agreed to reoetv«tüe aggriev¬
ed diplomats "a half hour before the
fecneraV cb'mfany."' But this Privilegs

court drcsn of I'crxlan cburtfr d'aflalrcB,
All Kult Mum,

they had lost by John Qulncy Adams's
time, when it was written of a New
Year reception that they called after¬
noon, that "they take no precedence
and, in fact' there Is nothing In the
whole procejdinfr to shock tho deli¬
cacy of n Republican." The young¬
er Adams, after the manner of the
British court, called these levees his
"New Year /'.rawing rooms."
Hut they were not so termed durins

the regime of his unceremonious suc¬
cessor, Andrew Jackson, whose New

Tear levees wore thus described by
a chronicler ot the time:
"At orio moment one was knocked

against the wall by a sturdy hack-
driver and his fat spouse, and at tho
next pressed by a lovely creaturo un¬
der tho protection of a forelcn minis¬
ter; at one moment tho scent of eau
de.cologne and ottor of roses was de-
llclously Inhaled, and tho next the
smel] of garlic and odor of brimstone
assailed tho olfactories."

Ham* ns Weapons.
At one of the Now Year receptions

of "Old Hickory" the crowd became
engaged In a squabble over tho viands,
several combatants. seizing hams
from the refreshment table an<4 bring¬
ing them down upon tho heads of their
opponents with laughable precision.
And tills battle waxed hot until tho
negro waiters, carried the punch bowls
out onto the la.wn, whither hurried
the rabble, thus relieving the tension
Indoors. The British minister. Sir
Charles Vaughan. driving up to pay
his respects, viewed the disorder and
and cried roughly to his coachman:
"Drive home; this Is too d- Demo¬
cratic for me!"
But the sacred "privilege of the en¬

tree" appears to have been regained
by tho diplomats by this time. Court
dress was as much In cvldenco at those
early lovces as those of present time.
Thus, at one of Tyler's New Year re¬
ceptions, the Mexican minister appear-
ed in a "profusion of gold embroidery,
the French minister In a uniform oi
blue and gold, the Spanish minister In
costume or light blue and sliver, the
Austrian and Swedish ministers in
whlto uniforms, and tho Hussion envoy.
Baron Bodisco, was resplendent in bis
"silver coat."
"As there Is but one front door, the

ladles were banded out of the win¬
dows In departing," wrote a chronicler
of otio of Tyler's New Year levees.
Polk, at one of his. was described as

appearing in a "seedy suit of solemn
black." The diplomats during his ro-
glme ."-till arrived In four-horse conches.
"A gantlet of policemen from the

outer door to the President's apart¬
ment'" wns a Now Year novelty, which
brought Buchanan much harsh critic¬
ism from his guests. Indeed, this
safeguard was described as 'repulsive
to hundreds, who refused to enter the
building and turned away." But de¬
spite 'this policy one visitor complained
of having his pocket picked while
greeting hi? hostess.all ot whloJi tri¬
bulation was .accompanied by the Stur
Spangled Banner,' pluycd by a feeble
band In an Invisible chamber."

Slaves Freed Diirlug Levee.
A memorable New Year levee was

that of I 863. during which Lincoln,
after having shaken hands with hun¬
dreds of guests, gave an audience at
noon to Seward, wiio brought the fato-
tul Emancipation proclamation, for Its
signature. "I have been shaking bonds
since 3 o'clock this morning, and my
right hand Is almost paralyzed." said
Lincoln, twice taking up his pen. in
futile effort to affix his signature. "It
my name ever goes Into history It
will be for this act, and- my whole
soul is In It. If my hand- trembles
when I sign, all who examine the
document hereafter will say: He hesi¬
tated." " Then, summoning his strength,
he wrote, rather tremulously, the auto¬
graph which completely altered the
fates of millions of citizens.
Grant was criticised for canceling his

New Year levee. 1871, on account of
the death, within the week, of Mrs.
Belknap. Ilrst wife of his Secretary ot
War. Some of hls^opponents contend-

ed that only a death in tho President's
own Immediate family should deprive
the people of their ono court day ot
nil the year. Exactly rive years lator
the most radiant flguro at Grant's;
New Tear leveo was Belknap's second jwlfo, which til-starred lady was de- \scribed as woarlng "ono of Worth's
wonderful suits, which nttract atten-i
tlon and baffle description." Grant's jlovoas wero also distinguished tor a,
lack ot liquid rofroEhments, which tip.to this time had been froely dispensed
on such occasions. Even policemen and |
attendants about the mansion had
previously been supplied with liquor
on New Year day, but In 1813 they were
astonished to roeolve only coffee with
their refreshments.

Full Drcaa lu Day Time.
Full dress was worn by men at

theao midday New Year functions until
President Arthur broke the cuntom by
presiding at his New Year reception
in conventional day clothes, supple¬
mented by pearl-aolored gloves and a
boutonnler. His levoe ot January 1.
1SS3, was brought to a sudden close
by tho death of the Hawaiian minis¬
ter. Mr. Allon. who dropped with heart
failure In an anteroom where ho had
gone to receive his hat and coat. Gen¬
eral Arthur, after viewing the body, ra¬
il rod to tho upper floor and ordered
the Dand to ceane playing.

'.Receiving Line" Jealousies.
Jealousies over recoivlng line priv¬

ileges urose at Arthur's 1883 New Year
loves. Upon forty ladles he conferred
the honor of receiving witlt him In the
blue room, and it was not long be¬
fore they were at loggerheads over tho
question as to who should 9tand next
to ltlm, In the place of "the llrst lady
of the land." There being no Vlco-
Prcsldent, it was ruled that Mrs. John[O. Carlisle, wife of the Speaker.then
In line of succession to the presidency
.should have tho honor place.
But the long recoivlng line of ladles

was dispensed with by Cloveland, who,
following the early dentil of the Vlec-
President, gave the honor place at ills
first New Year levee to Mrs. Bayard,
wlfo of Ills Secretary of State, which
official, under tho new law. was the
next In line of succession to the presi¬
dency.
The first public appearance of the

President's bride was on the follow¬
ing New Year day. that oT 18S7. when
thousands waited In lino to see her and
clasp her hand. Two conspicuous llg-
ures at .the Cleveland levee of 18S9
were the venerable George Bancroft,
then in his" eighty-ninth year, and Dr.
Mary Walker, who wore a Prlnco Al¬
bert suit, while Mr. Bancroft, after
tlie old-time custom, came in full
dress.

Friction over "line precedence" again
broke, out in Bonjumin Harrison's ad¬
ministration. New Year day. 1800,
there was a dispute as to whether the
Wife of tho Secretary of the Navy ori
of the Attorney-General should stand
the. nearer In lino to ihu President's
wife, and the decision was made In
favor of the latter, because her hus¬
band's department antedated that of
the navy.

She Shook 7,000 Hands.
Th*. New Year leveo was omitted

again In 1SD3, this time on account
of Ihc recent death ot Mrs. Harrison.
the President's wlfo, and at the next
were presented the first foreign am¬
bassadors ever accredited to the Unit¬
ed States. At her lust public court
day. January 1, ISfiT, Mrs. Cleveland Is
said to have personally shaken hands
with 7,000 people, a task which oxtond-

i ed over three hours and forty min-

Diamonds
An acceptable New. Year's gift.

a gift that will become more valu¬
able each year.is a piece of Dia¬
mond Jewelry.

Especially is this true if the Dia¬
mond is of the finest quality an<4
purchased from a reliable estab¬lishment.

Every Diamond in our stock,whether large or small, to a spe¬cially selected stone and is guaran¬teed to be tlie. finest quality.
Diamond Rinds,
Diamond Bars,
Diamond Lockets,
Diamond Bracelets,
Diamond Brooches.

We will be pleased to show them
to you.

Schwarzschild Bros.
Richmond's Leading Jewelers,

Second and Broad Sts.

utcs.
President Clcvoland yielded the am¬

bassadors flrat place, even above that' .¦

of the Vlcc-Presldent, In the order
ot precedence for guests, but President
McKinley ruled that tho Vice.Presi¬
dent wus the American heir-apparent,
and that Inasmuch as our ambassadors
must ylold to foreign heirs-apparent,
tho same order would provall here. 3lr
Julian Pauncefoto protested to tho,
Hrltlsh foreign office, but waa over¬
ruled thereby. President McKlnloy also
introduced the innovation of having
a bugle blown In the lower hall to
signal his descont Into tho bluo room
when tho New Year reception openeov
Ills great public levee was that of
Janunry 1, 180», thut of 1898 having
been omitted on aeoeunt ot tho re¬
cent death of his mother. Mrs. Mc¬
Kinley abolishca tho custom of hand
shaking on the part of the first lady
of the land, and her successors have
followed her example so far as the
public is concerned. She rocelvod
seated at her second New Year recop-'
Hon.
The public's first glarapse of the

whlto House after President Roosevelt
had It remodeled, at a cost of mortr"
than a third of a million dollars, was
New Year day. 1003. There wero now
two doors to the building.a new one
at the end of the eastern cstenslon.:
wherein was'a row ot hat and cloak
boxes.replacing those of a temporary
character which had formerly dt&fJg-
ured the main corridors. No longer,
did guests have to make tholr exit
through a window, as throughout the
previous generation.

President Taft, In holding his Re¬
publican court to-morrow, will neither
hedge himself about with tho stiff
ceremony which surrounded Washing¬
ton nor yet allow his gvicsts the free-,
dorn which Jefferson and Jackson per¬
mitted. Rut he will, as hitherto, be n
strict observer of social etiquette and
tho established order of precedence,
which, as even the most extreme ad¬
vocates of Democratic simplicity now
agree, makes for order and tho pleas-
use of all guostn, civilian or official.
(Copyright. 1011, by John Elfrcth Wal-

klns.)

Our Fondest Expectations Were Realized by the
Enormous Volume of Orders for
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For Xmas and the Unsolicited Commendations
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It possesses that indescribable deliciousness, that elusive tang
which draws a sigh of perfect content from the ice cream lover.

IT DESERVES YOUR CONSIDERATION FOR

Bulk, Bricks, Individual Bricks. Fancy Molds, Assorted Flavors
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F. O. B. RICHMOND.
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